
People — Who is involved? 
 
Paul continued preaching the gospel. 
Luke and Aristarchus were with him.  
Publius – a leading citizen of Malta. 
Jews in Rome 
 

	  
 Pearls — What information will help me to understand better? 
 
  Vs 1 – Melitē  (now called Malta) was located about 58 miles south of Sicily. (18 miles long, 8 miles wide). 
  Vs 2 – The natives were friendly to Paul providing a fire for warming. 
  Vs 3 – The viper appears to have been a poisonous snake which bit Paul and clung to his hand. How  

ironic it would have been to have survived the shipwreck only to be killed by a snake hours later. 
 They initially thought that he was a murderer and justice was being done in death by snakebite. 
  Vs 6 – Of course their mind is changed when Paul survives. Then they reasoned that he was a god. 
  Vs 8 – Publius may have been an official (perhaps procurator). His father suffered from fever, the result of  

dysentery (an inflammation of the large intestine).  
Vs 11 – “After three months” would probably place the time in February. This is their third ship. 
 The “Twin Brothers” are Zeus’ sons, Castor and Pollux, Roman legends. 
Vs 12 – Syracuse was located on the eastern coast of Sicily.   
Vs 13 – Rhegium was located at the southern end of the toe of Italy. Puteoli was a port 200 miles north. 
Vs 14 – Paul had apparently gained the respect of his military escort to allow this seven day travel delay. 
Vs 15 – There were Christians in Rome who came down to the Appii Forum 35-40 miles south of Rome. 
Vs 16 – The entire trip from Caesarea to Rome had taken about four months. 
Vs 17 – Eleven different synagogues of Jewish worshippers are identified in Rome by ancient sources. 
Vs 23 – There are two meetings: 1) Paul is introduced to them and they discuss the occasion of his coming  

to Rome; 2) Paul is allowed to discuss the Old Testament Scriptures with them. 
Vs 26 – This Scripture is found in Isaiah 6:9-10 
Vs 28 – Again the cause of dispute between Paul and the Jews is his teaching that Gentiles are proper 
 subjects of the gospel in fulfillment of their own Scriptures. 

Places — Where does it happen? 
 
Malta – where Paul had been shipwrecked 
From Malta to Rome via Syracuse, Rhegium,  

Puteoli, and a 33 mile trip by land to 
Rome.  
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     Perspectives – What may I learn from this chapter? 
  

1. God used special miraculous events to create an atmosphere for acceptance of the gospel in the 
first century church before the written word was available to them. 

 
      2. All of us should use every opportunity, even under adverse circumstances, to obey & preach Christ. 
 
      3. All mankind (Jews and Gentiles) are granted God’s grace and admission to Christ’s church. 


